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show the similarities between this Greek and
Persian teaching :

" The wise man recognises the idea of the
Good within him. This he develops by with-
drawal into the Holy Place of Ms own soul. He
who does not understand how the soul contains
the Beautiful within itself, seeks to realise
beauty without, by laborious production. His
aim should rather be to concentrate and simplify,
and so to expand his being ; instead of going out
into the Manifold, to forsake it for the One,
and so to float upwards towards the Divine
Fount of Being whose stream flows within
him."

TWs is Sufiism in prose. The Sufis turned the
same conception into poetry.

II.   THE EARLY STJFIS.

ABU HASHIM (ob. 150 A.H.) was the first to bear
the name of Sufi, while Dhul-Nun-al-Misri
(245 A.H.) may be said to have given Sufiism its
permanent shape. Rabi'a, of Basra, was the
first woman to join the sect, and her saintliness
and wise sayings have been preserved by Faridu'd-
Din 'Attar. One day a great sickness fell upon
Rabi'a, and on being asked the reason for it
she replied : " I dwelt upon the joys of Paradise
and therefore my Beloved has chastened me."